
Fortinet and Aventail Deliver Joint Solution for Clientless Remote Access with High-
Performance Antivirus Protection 

 
Integrated SSL VPN and antivirus offering provides clientless remote access with complete 

content security 
 

Seattle, WA and Sunnyvale, Calif. - January 5, 2003 - Aventail Corporation, the leading 

provider of clientless SSL VPN appliances and services, today announced a strategic 

partnership with Fortinet, the only provider of ASIC-powered, network-based antivirus 

firewall systems for real-time network protection. By combining the power of Aventail’s 

EX-1500™ SSL VPN appliance with the Fortinet FortiGate™ Antivirus Firewall, 

enterprises can more effectively provision a complete, secure remote access solution. This 

helps enterprises prevent their networks from being compromised by hackers and agent-

based programs that launch application-layer attacks inside the corporate network. 

As the speed of business continues to accelerate, workers require easy access to 

private data resources and applications across any network, from any device, at any time. 

However, providing “anywhere, anytime” access can also expose organizations to the 

increased risks posed by viruses, worms and other content-based threats. The combination 

of the Aventail and Fortinet solution delivers the secure, anywhere access that companies 

need, while also delivering high-performance, real-time protection against viruses, worms, 

Trojans and other content-based threats.  

“Aventail, through rigorous certification testing, chose the FortiGate Antivirus 

Firewall platform because it delivers high performance, ICSA-certified antivirus protection 

and integrates transparently into a customer’s network, requiring no configuration changes 

to the network or the Aventail appliances,” said Sarah Daniels, vice president of product 

management and marketing for Aventail. “Our joint customers can now provide an 

additional layer of content security to their remote access solutions, preventing the end-

user PC or other device from becoming a vehicle for viruses or other unwanted intrusions 

into enterprise networks.”  

The Aventail EX-1500 clientless SSL VPN appliance provides cost-effective, easy-

to-use, secure remote access from any Internet browser to all Web, client/server and legacy 

applications. FortiGate Antivirus Firewalls are based on a groundbreaking architecture 

designed specifically to deliver application-layer security and content processing services 



in addition to network-layer services in real time. FortiGate systems analyze content and 

behavior in real time, and deliver a combination of services and performance that cannot 

be matched using conventional layer 3/layer 4 networking architectures or by deploying 

software applications on conventional computer systems. The joint Aventail/Fortinet 

solution requires no special software or complex configuration. 

“Aventail has established a well-deserved leadership position in the SSL VPN 

appliance and services market by delivering cost effective solutions that enable simple, 

secure remote access,” said Richard Kagan, vice president of marketing, Fortinet. “The 

combination of Fortinet and Aventail takes clientless remote access to the next level by 

ensuring that SSL-based remote access connections are not used to deliver malicious 

content. The partnership with Aventail is clearly a strategic win for our customers.” 

 
About Fortinet (www.fortinet.com)  
Fortinet’s award-winning FortiGate™ series of ASIC-accelerated antivirus firewalls, 
winner of the 2003 Networking Industry Awards Firewall Product of the Year, are the new 
generation of real-time network protection systems. They detect and eliminate the most 
damaging, content-based threats from email and Web traffic such as viruses, worms, 
intrusions, inappropriate Web content and more in real time – without degrading network 
performance. FortiGate systems, the only security products that are quadruple-certified by 
the ICSA (antivirus, firewall, IPSec, NIDS), deliver a full range of network-level and 
application-level services in integrated, easily managed platforms. Named to the 
“Visionaries” category in the 2003 Gartner Enterprise Firewall Magic Quadrant, Fortinet is 
privately held and based in Sunnyvale, California. 
 
About Aventail (www.aventail.com) 
Aventail, the recognized SSL VPN leader, is changing the way organizations define secure 
remote access. The company’s SSL VPN appliances and services provide employees and 
business partners with clientless, secure, anywhere access to any application from any 
Internet-enabled device. With more than half a million users and 500 global organizations 
that have purchased Aventail’s SSL VPN solutions, Aventail is the most widely deployed 
and proven SSL VPN available. Aventail’s customers include industry leaders such as 
Aetna, Cerner Corporation, DuPont, FMC, IBM Global Services, and Mount Sinai NYU. 
Headquartered in Seattle, Washington, the company has operations throughout North 
America, Europe, and Asia-Pacific. Through Aventail’s extensive channel and service 
provider partner network, the company has a sales and technical support presence in more 
than 75 countries throughout the world. 
 
For more information on Aventail, visit www.aventail.com. 
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